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To Mr. Richard Baxter, My. William 
Jenkins, &*c. | 


SIRS, 

ISE and Good Men are alwayes wont to 
look at, and conſider the Conſequences 
and Ends of things ; where our Diviſi- 
ons and Separations will terminate is but too ob- 
vious ; things cannot long ſtand in this Poſture , 
our vain jangling will come to the Umpirage ei- 
ther of the ſharpned Sword of the Law, . or the 
terrible Law of the Sword; the one is grievous, 
the other intolerable , upon which Party ſoever it 
ſhall fall; for the ill Influences of Religious Quar- 
rels are ſuch "upon the Civil Government, as will 
oblige that for Self* preſervation , to prevent the 
laſt by the We of the firſt, and by timely Severities 
to obviate future Miſeries. 

T have yet ſeen nothing offered by Diſlenters 
which will not neceſſarily increaſe, rather than 
cure our Divifions ; and above all, that Tolera- 
tion which is ſo warmly pleaded for by thoſe Non- 
conformiſts, who pretend to give an old An- 
Fer to'a new Sermon of DoFtor Stillingflect's, is 
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To Mr. Richard Baxter, - 


. 


a4 


certainly the moſt intolerable: | ts a Door which 

will let -m infinite Diviſions, and Sub-diviſions , 0 
Errors and "ereſies, and by giving People Liberty FÞ 
to go either to Church or Conventicle, willP! 
give the Lazy, Profane, and Atheiſlical. Likerty| 
to go to neither, to the great diſhonour of God, Þ 
and the inevitable . decay. of Chriſtian Religion ; F 
it will nfallibly give the Papiſts all the Adyan« Þ 
tage theſe following Papers diſcover ;, they deſire P' 


to mtroduce Popery, wpon the ruine of Prote- 
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ſtanc Religion ;/ It will oblige the Supream Ma- | 
giſtrate to aft againit, his owm, and the Publick I} 
h 

( 


| | Conſcience. of Chriſtianity, and to Eftabliſh Iniqui- 
| ty by Law: for [uch are the DoQtrines and Prafti- 
E ces.of ſome Difſenters, im the Judgment of all but | 
. themſelves, and of all Diſlenters, in what they oppoſe J* 
"one another.” © / 
'. 1 know not how they: come now io nite. ſo cloſe |* 


| againſt the Epifcopal" Party. : for 1 know their | « 
þ fo Breaches. are incurable, and the time- was when-| 
h  Presbytery was 4s. much Babylon, to Indepen- |* 
"dents, . 4s Epilcopacy was to the Presbyterians, | ( 
and [a of the other. Sefts and Sclyſms.,,.. which (+ 

{ 
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makes. fome People apply that of the PLalmilt. to 


| goa Coors. ba agen the, urch of 
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For 


| Mr. William Jenkins, &c, 
phich} For my on particulgr, - I know but one Remedy 
ang , For theſe Growing Evils, and* that” is, to- permit 
erty $he Soveraignty to lodge Where God Almighty. has 
will Þlaced it, ' and to ſubmit to. it for Conſcience ſake. 
erty think the Authors of the Political Catechiſm 
>0d, pllow His Majafties Power to be of God, Ht is 
8 7; _—_ of God: for our Good. Now who is 
ans tobe Judge of the goodneſs and fitneſs of Laws, Re- 
fre Pigious, Moral or Political ? Either the Prince.or 
te- [the People : Tf the People, then 4s not the King 
la- [Supream, contrary to St. Peter, rEp.2.cap.13; 
ck [If the King be the Umpire in the caſe, every pri- 
ui [vate Conſcience is bound to ſubmit to the Publick. 
ti- | Conſcience, which is. the Law of the Nation, which: 
mt [the King with the Advice, .and. by the Conſent of 
fe [tbe Wiſdom of. the Nation, has judoed, ar:d there- 
fore Eſtabliſhed for the Publick Good. So that 
ſe | ths Conteſt of Diflenters appears to be for Empire 
ur | and Soveraignty, and who ſhall be the Supream 
en: Judge of the Goodneſs and Expediency of Laws; 
1- | and they do very ill to quarrel at Clergy-mens * Anſwerto 
5, | Coaches. and Liveries, Who themſelves are graſping redymonn At 
þ | at Crowns and Scepters. And if any or many Pri- 
o | Vate Men: ſhall not judge theſe Laws fo ggod' as: 
f | thoſe they would: have impoſed, they ought to ſub- 
' | mit, and fudy to be quiet, and not: the greats: 
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To Mr. Richard Baxter, Wee 


er Duty of Mercy and Peace of the Church ſubmi 
to the Sacrifice of what, may be, # but Opinion 
and ſtill ſub Judice. 0 
1 have a Theme before me too copious for « 
Epiſtle, and ſhall therefore, that I may not tranſ\f 
grefs the bounds of one diſmiſs the other. I onl 

offer theſe following diſcoveries of the Danger t 

which Proteſtant Religion and theſe Nations ard; 
expoſed by obſtinate Separation, to your cool and 
retired thoughts, and hope you are too good M1 i 
and Chriſtians to efteem me 


Your Enemy, becauſe h 
I tell you the Truth, _ , 
| 1 


Philirenes, 


[1] 
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Yan HAT the Papiſts have ever fince the Reformation of The reſilefs 

Religion in Exrope, been moſt invincibly induttrious Defign of Pa- 4 
onl. in theſe Kingdoms, to bring the Church of England piſtsto re-gain ; 

er t to ruine and a total Subverſion, there cannot re- + nag _ 


| main the Jeaſt doubt or ſcruple. For belides apparent matter 
s are of undeniable Fad, _during the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth , 
| anAKing Fames and King Charles" the Firſt, and our preſent Graci- 
ous Sovereign (whom God long preſerve) there are-thefe Rea- 
ons which have, and do animate them in the repeated profccu- 
tion of that deſperate Enterpaize. 

- Firſt, A vain Enthufiaſtick Opinion, which in this laſt Century The Reaſons 

they have generally embraced, That there {hall be a Fifth Monar- moving them 

cy of their Church : For the erecting of which, they. embroyl i. So 

their Brains, and the whole Chriftian World, wreſt the Prophe- F ickedDefign. 

Þ cies of the Scriptare, and the pretended Writings of the Sybils, x.An Enthu- 

to countenance this beloved Chymera : Now they look upon fiaſtick Belief 

the Engliſh Nation become Heretick, and revelted from the E ms 5 = 

Faith, as too potent and conſiderable in this part of the WA rId, {4,e c1urtt of 

to permit them to hope for any Succeſs, till that Charch and gone. 

State be cither fo broken, as to be diſabled to oppoſe them, or. ph 
be reduced to the Roman Faith and Obedience, 

Secondly, They look upon the Church of England therefore, as 2-The Church 

the only Baſtion, or Bulwork of the Proteſtant Religion and In- pay meer 
tereſt, from whence there have ſprung ſo-many, and ſuch a © n= % Je proce 

ſtant Succeſhon of able Champians - tor Truth, and fo long as ſtant Religion, 

that Chwreh continues, are like to do, as will Eternally baffle all and their moſt, 

the Arguments and Reaſons they have hitherto, or can produce Peat Enemy. 

eo | *0 ſupport their tottering Caulcz and in all probability will in 

time ſo.expole them, as to convince the World of the Apoſtacy 

of Rome from the Ancient Primitive Chriftianity 3 and-induce them. 

to knock off the ſhackles of blind Obedience, which their Igno- 


I4 nce 


C2] 
rance and the Remiſh Artifice have faſlened rpon the hands off 
. all-Princes , and- Peopleg under- the Papal Ju rifdiction., 
*This is appa- Whatever ſome Pcople -may imagine, * there-is nothing formi 
rent becauſe dable to Rome in thoſe little ScEts of Separatiſts, who being b 
oy _ their own Eternally Sub-dividing, Principles; Irke- the , Sheaf © 
ſelves, Arrows in the Apolegue unbound, will be 'broken without an 

| great difficulty : but the Chxrch of England being a Body co 
'-pact, xm and well put together, and wearing 1o-much of the 
Primitive Purity ard Antiquity, both in DeEtrine and Diſciplire 
is the Gordian knot, which, till by the Sword of Pope Alexansy 3 
der they can unty, they can never hope to corquer the Worldfl 
by that.of Peter, and therefore that Church is the conſtant mark} / 
ot their Hate and Envy, and to underrfiine her Foundations,theyfl f 
tet themſelves ard all their Engines to work with all poſſible u 
Diligence and Application. - L 
An Inſtanceof I remember to have heard a pretty-odd'Relation, which came v 
a Popes Chir from a Perſon of Quality of this Nation, who was at Rome in theff b 
Wy uo time of our late Troubles: This Noble Pexſon having demand n 
Gor cd liberty to have an Audience of His Holineſs, obtaincd.it, andf 1 
was treated with great Civility and Reſpect 3 Atterthe Formay a 
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lities of the Viſit were over, the Pope enquired what News from 

England ? to which the Gentleman replied with great Teſtime 

p nics of Compaſſion, and gave him a ſhort recital of the Tragica 

Adventures of the Civil War 3 at which the Pope fell into ſuc 

an indecent Laughter, that the Engliſh Gentl.man ſmartly repar 

tee'd, Sir, Certainly this is a Scene tor Pity, not for Laughter 

Well, Young Man, ſaid the Old Pope, having Gravely Compe 

{cd himſelf, you ſay true, and I take your Reproot in good parrth 
but, added he, J cannot forbear this Teſtimony of Joy, when I 

ws conſider that God is about to convince you ot your Errors by 

theſe ſevere Methods and by their own hands to deſtruy one offffo1 

the beſt dreit Herefies that ever appearcd in the World ſince thacfan 

of the Arian. , Re 

2. Secular In- Thirdly, The Romiſh Clergy look upon themſelves to be ex-fjn 

tereſt, Ambiti- treamly injured in point of Intereſt, and that they -are unjuſtly{he 

on,and Honor. and violently difpoſſeſſed of all the Dignities and Revenues d 

the Biſhopricks, Cathedrals, Abbeys, Monaſteries and other Religi-WPr 

cus Houſes, and theſe Promotions, Dignitics, and Revenues, ni 
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ads of are from time to time conferred by the Pope upon titular BJ- 
, Deans, &c. who de jure pretend a Right to them, and hope 
ormidJl de fafio to polleſs them ſo ſoon as they can by any Arts or 
ng byy Wayes reduce theſe Nations to the Obedience of the See of 
caf off Rome. Nays the Pope himfelthas the Vanity or Impudence to 
it any be cickled with the ſweet Imagination of Soveraignty, and to 
end from the Reſignation of King Fohn to Pandulphus his 


co 
of thef Legate, a Title to the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms. 
plire4 Now ambitious Men animated by theſe Hopes, and profeſſing 


exanl as matter of Faith, that they are free from all the Obli- : 
Vorldf gations of Duty and Allegiance to Heretical Princes and Uſier= 
markd pers, as they term ours 3 and at leaſt in Pretence, being in- 
.theyf flamed with an ardent Zeal, for the Converſion or Confuſion of 
(bl us poor Heretickg, and having alwayes 'the dazeling Beams and 
Lultre of Intereſt and ſecular Advantage in their Eyes, together 
came with the Hopes of Heaven, as the Merits of ſuch Induſtry to 
n the blear the Eyes of others, I ſay, ſuch men and ſuch Principles 
and4 muſt of Neceſſity lay them under the conſtant and reſtleſs 

| Temptations, of attempting all things to regain their Earthly, 
mad and gain a Heavenly Glory into the Bargain : Nor can it be ſup- 
from] poſed, that they will Rick at the Violation of any- Laws, Di- 
mo4 vine or Humane, by Treaſons, Perjuries, Wars, or Blood-ſhed, 
zica@ which they think fo far from ſinful, that they eſteem them 
ſuch{meritorious, and acceptable Services to God, being done in or- 
parJder to the Salvation of Sinners, and the Exaltation of their 
ter JChwnrch. 
poll Now the wayes and Methods by which they propoſe to effet The Methods 


artMheſe; as they think and ſtile them, glorious ertakings, Papiſts uſe to 
en [are theſe. _—_ Here- 
s byſt Firft, Since they are hopeleſs to convince or perſwade by - To divide 


e ofFforce of Arguments, they endeavour to divide Proteſtants proceſtancs 

hacfÞkmong thenaſclves : and this they have done ever fince vr 
Reformation, by raiſing Se&s and Separations, from our Church themſelves. 

ex-$n matters of Dodirine and Pradtiſe; and again ſubdividing 

ſlySheſe into leſſer Parties and Fractions, urwler Pretence ot greater 

dvances to Purity and a thorough Reformation, and as this 

gi-Principle may proceed to, no doubt they will purſue it in infi- 


ics, r 


nd 


B Thus 


= — Ae eget Cog il 


” 
dE ER, Fey "HI 
" _ 4 


AFL 


AAAS 8Þ£ A 04 & Oath Be. IL RR wg <ABed es. che turbid 176 
o ' , D 4 P 2 \ 

, ks, on Ws. 
y A 

> 
BL 
© a, & 
+4 
1 


-> 


 where'the Jeſuits, and one Green, with. Eight other Fith Mo- 


' Aniniofity- againſt the Church of Exgland., as. will, admit, of 


[C4] 

"Thus. I have: been credibly. informed;, that a St; Omers 
eſuit declared, that' they were Twenty years ing, out, 
the Se of the Duakersz and: whoever conſiders the Poſitions of 
thoſe People, will eafily be induced to believe them forged upon 
»Popifs Anyil. They refuſc all Qaths, a: neat. Covert for Prieſts 
and Feſuitr to evade the Teſts of the Oaths. of Allegiance and 
S and avoid the Puniſhment which follows their dif- 
covery they deſpiſe the Seriptares, ſo do Papiſts 3, they con- 
temn our Sacraments, eſpecially the Euchariſt, ſo do Papiſts 3 
they do above all- things: vilifie the Miniſters, fo do -Papiſts 3 
and in many other Dotrines they bear a great Analogy and 
Conforminty- one with the other. The Opinion of a Fifth 
Monarchy, looks extreamly like another Spawn of the Feſwits, 
aud had'that/ prevailed, as it was, once in a fair way to do, 
that would -have done their buſineſs 3 and indeed was the 
laſt Sect I think fiarted among us., as if deſigned! for their 
purpoſe; for it would have becn an cafie tranſlation of that 
mary to the Papal Throne, till Chriſt ſhould: come. in Per- 
ſon to have exerciſed it himſelf: and I find .a remarkable 
hint of this in Dr. Oatey's Narrative and Depofitions,” Parag; 3 4. 


narchy men club. together for the, Firing of the City of Lon- 
don. , . 


And indeed herein the Papiſts have been moſt induſirious, 
andit is but juſt to fear they are ſo. {ti]], to animate thoſe: Se- 
parations they have created , with Principles of Hatred and 


Bo Reconciliation, nor any lower terms of. SatisfaGtion than 
her utter Ruine and intire Subverſion 3 and they move every 
ſtone, that not one ſtone muſt be left upon another -in_ that 
glorious Building : for this purpoſe, they have endeavoured 
to'/perſwade the People into a; hatred: of the. Gavernours.. of 
the Church, by telling them of their near Approaches. to :Po- 
pery: againſt which, and the Pope himſelf, to cover the: Arti- 
tice, it is no matter how bitterly they inveigh, ſo long as by 
this Stratagem they divide Nen from the Church. Thus have 
they drawn- off the - People: from- the love -of the ſtated and 
Authorized Publick Prayers and Service of the Church ,- by 

e\jcrh intro» 
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praticing, and ' commending that Novel'Way 


of Praying Extempore, to which Gavan the Feſuit was fo in- 


ured, that he could not at his Execution forbear running into 
an Enthuſiaſtick Fit of it. This has been a Key which has 
opened-the doors of many lips to Blaſpheme God and Religion, 
to utter 'nain, idle, impertinent, ſeditious, heretical and impt- 
ous Harangwes , the very froth of Fancy, and the Scum of 
Effrontery, which yet they have dedicated to God Almighty , 
and though it was really a Sacrifice of Fools, have fathered it 
upon the Spirit of Wiſdom : and of this the Papiſts have made 
no ſmall Advantage to Proſelyte People from ours to the Romiſ 
Communion ; and yet they firſt recommended this Engine to the 
People, they have oppoſed it too, and exalted it above the 
Common Prayers, as more Spiritual and prevailing, branding 
thoſe with all the Titles of Infamy, and which has ſucceeded 
to their wiſh, and is now generally taken up as a great 
Truth by all Diffenters, that the Litzrgy is nothing but the 
Maſs-Book in Engliſh, and the very dregs of Popery, Idolatry> 
and Superſtition, 


Secondly, Having thus ſucceſsfully divided us, and inflamed _ your ; 
Diſſenters with a Zeal fo hot againſt the Church of England, as —_ deſtro 
is fit upon all occaſions both to take and give Fire, they en- © by theſe Di- 
deayour to blow up thoſe Sparks into a Flame : they per- yiſions. 


{wade Diſſenters Epiſeopacy is guilty of moſt intolerable Am- 
bition, Pride, Avarice and Tyranny, they preſs them to main- 
tain their Liberty of Conſcience againſt the Antichriſtian Yoke 
of Ceremonies, and to pull down Babylon: and take hold 
of all occaſions, to run them into open Hoſtilities and Rebelli- 
on againſt the Civil, as well as the Eccleſiaſtical Power and 
Government z and all this in hopes to deſtroy us with our 
own Wegpons, that then they may ere& their Church Trium- 


phant upon the Ruines of ours, which they have rendred traly 
Militant. 


En ! quo diſcordia, Cives 
Perduxit miſeros, 


The fincere and tender love I have for my Dear and Native 
Country, the Compaſſion 1 have, for the wounds of a deals 
; 2 ur 


- have for the” Proteſtant Religion, as profefſed and PraQtiſed in 


Theſe _— 
ces proved by 
Sort! ner In- 
ſtances, and 
matrer of un- 


queſtionable 
Fac. 


A notable Re- 
htjon of a Do- 
wixican Friar, 


LE) 
Church ahd Naticn, and the \great Honour and Efeem If 
the Church of England, which I have not embraced out of the 
Compliances of Education , but the Force and Convidtien 
of Reaſon grounded upon deliberate Debates, and a near Exe 
amination, oblige me to contribute all I can to reQifie the 
miſunderſtandings which have occafioned our unhappy Breaches 
and Diviſions 3 nor could 1 think of any  Expedient mor 
conducive to the attaining my Deſign, than the expoſing to 
the open view of the Workd the Artifices of theſe our inveterate 
Enemies, wherewith they have given us ſo many both ſecret 
and open wounds, as have once already proved almoſt mor-f 
tal and incurable, for the Poyſon of Aſps is under their Lips, 
and they ſhoot ſharp and Envenom'd Arrows,- which wound 
at a diſtance, and kill by degrees: and if we give them oppor- 
tunity to redouble their blows, they will in all Humane Ap- 
prehenſion lay us weltring in our own and one anothers 
Blood , without the affiltance of any other Maſſacre than 
what we execute upon our felves, 

And now, in regard that Generals are rarely fo forcible or 
convictive, though never ſo true, as particular Matters of 
Fad; in hopes of doing a charitable ofhce to thoſe who have 
been hurried down this Popiſh. Flood of Calumnies with which Þ 
the Romiſh Dragon has Perſccuted our Church, and driven 
her into the Wilderneſs, I will prove the truth of my Charge, t 
by ſuch undeniable Matter of Fa&, as ſhall leave no excuſe $2 
for Non-conviction to any Perſons to whoſe hands theſe Þ! 
Papers ſhall come 3' except ſuch who have refolved not to $3 

n 
X 
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acknowledge any Convijtion, and who, by a reſolute perfift- F 
ing in a ſeeming Infidelity, properly called a willful Obſtinacy, 
juſtly render themſglves ſuſpected, it not evidently guilty of 
a Confederacy, and down right Combination with the Papifts 
to introduce Popery and Tyranny upon the Ruines both of h 


Church and State. 


I will begin then with a remarkable Narrative of a Domi- 
nican Friax, being an Extract out of the Memorials of the 
who pretctided himſelf a Puritan in Queen Z izabeths time. _ v! 

\ rd 
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em 'IfLord Cecil, an Eminent States-man in the Reign of Queen 
ed infElizabeth, from whoſe Papers it was tranſmitted to the Re- 
of theflvercnd Biſhop Vher, ſometime Lord Primate of Ireland; whoſe 
RionName, ſo venerable even-to many Diſſenters, may poſlibly influ- 
r Ex-fence them to ſober Conſiderations of the Danger to which they 
> thefſexpoſc the Proteſtant Religion by their Separation, whilſt thereby 
achesthey give opportunity to thele Ravening Wolves, in Sheeps 
roreficloching to enter in among them, and ſcatter thoſe Souls 
7g tofffrom Chriſt's fold,' who otherwiſe would be one Flock un- 
eratefſcer that one great Biſhop and Shepherd of Souls. The Papers 
ecrert of the Lord Primate coming to the hands of Sir James Ware 
mor- {Knight, late one of His Majeſties Privy Council in Ireland, his 
Lips, (Son Robert Ware Eſq; bas obliged the Publick by the commu- 
und Wication of them. 
POr- 
Ap- Ia the year 1567. being the Ninth year of the Reign of Queen Obſerve How 
hers BElizabeth,one Faithful Commiy, a Friar of the Order of St, Domi- <arly the Fa- 
than ſich,a Perſon generally reputed a zealous Proteſtant, and much ad- go 

mired ang tollowed by the People for his ſeeming Pietys but formits, who 
e or Wnore particularly fox inveighing in his Pulpit molt bitterly then were call- 
s of Þgaintt Pixe Quintus then Pope, was accuſed by John Clerkgon <4 Puritans, 
have {haphin to the Axch-biſbop of Canterbury, Nicholas Draper, mg yg 
hich 3d Mary Deaz, who being Sworn upon the Holy Evangeliſts purer , #4 
iven Þ. fore Hcr Majefiy and the Lords ot the Council, depoſed, mation, as 


hat the ſaid Faithful Commin was no true Proteſtant, but. a preſently you 
will find this 


Friar do. 


arge 
cuſe $a1ſe Inipattor, a Sower of Sedition amongit Her Majelties Loy- 


heſe $1 Subjcs 3 upon which, the Fifth of April being Monday, the 
t to Baid Faithful Commin was brought betore the Queens Majelty 
fig. nd the Honourable Lords of the Privy Council, aud there 
acy, Examined by his Grace Matthew Parker Lord Arch-biſhop of * The very 


- of Canterbury, as followeth 3 L fame Anſwer 
pifts | L- Arch-biſhop. Faithful Commin, Ot what Protcfſion ar je ry un- 

"of $hou? mar 
"8 Fa. Com. Of Chriſt's Order, ry om 
L. Arch-biſhop. What Order is that ? at large; and 
mi. s Fa. Com. *A Preacher of the Holy Gofpet. OR = —_ 
. arſe, 
the = Arch-b. What Goſpel is that you call the Holy Go- ——_— _ 

Ps . hs day. 
Fa. Cons. 


2d 
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Fa. Com. The Goſpel of Fefus Chrift. 
L. 4. B; "Under what Power do you own to hold that 
Goſpel ? 
Fa. Com. Under Chriſt and his Saints. 
L. 4. B. Do you acknowledge any other Power ſave Chriſt 
to-be'on Earth ? 
Fa. Com. Yes, I do, 
L. 4.B. What Power is that ? 
Fa. Com. The Holy Catholick Church, 
' L. 4. B, Do you not acknowledge a Defender of the Holy 
_ Catholick Faith ? 
* Paviſts ang ©4+ Co * God is the only Defender. 
Dicer: Hereupon the Arch-biſhop addreſſing himſelf to Her Maje- 
both diſown [ty, ſaid, Your Gracious Majeſty may perceive, that either this 
Supremacy, or _ hath veen inſtructed what to ſay, or otherwiſe he muſt 
equivocate | be by his Anſwers a Man of Craft 3 to which the Queen 
OLNEY replied, I ſuppoſe ſo, my Lord. oy 
" Then Commin was ordered to withdraw, and Her Majeſty 
and the Council were ſome time debating how to proceed ir 
this Aﬀair: After which, -Zobn Clerkſon, the Arch-biſhop's 
Chaplain, was called in before the Board ; z the Queen demand 
_ ed his Name, which he told her : then ſhe further enquired, 
whether he was acquainted with Faithful Commin? to whic 
he anſwered, he was; the Queen asked him, how long 
had known him? To which he replied, about a year or mor 
een, What have you to ſay againſt Faithful C:mmiin, tha 
heis ſuſpected to be an Impoſtor ? 
F. Clerkſon, Three things. 
hat be they ? 
' F. Ce Firſt, Let him prove his Ordination ſince he fell fro 
the Church of Rome, Secondly, Why he never cometh tc 
| the Prayers of - the now Eſtabliſhed Church of England, but 
+ The exa ſiarteth up, and Preacheth to the People, f not coming, int( 
- moſt the Church till the Prayers be finiſhed. Feerdly Let him. prov: 
| _ \ that ever he received the Sacrament according to the Church 
| - apo Sore Raglan from any of our Orthodox Clergy-men. 
Churches. :.. er Majefty-and the Council having conſidered of the{ 
Thee Points , ſent for the ſaid Faithful Gommin to com 
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hat 


riſt 
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in again, who. appearing, the Axch-biſhop -demanded. of him, 


A. B. Were you ever Ordained ? 
Fa. Com. Yes, F was Ordained. 
_ A. B. By whom ? 
Fa. Com. By the Cardinal, (meaning Pool.) 
A. B. Had you not other Certificate under any -of the Bi- 
ſhops Hands, ſince the Reformation ? 
F. C., Not any, 
A. B, Wherefore would you dare to .Preach, having not 
t a * Licenſe of Permiſſion under ſome of our Biſhops *Obſerve the 


hands? How ſhall we be affured that you arc not of the Romiſh "<alon and ne- 
Church ? ceſſiry of all 
Preachers ha- 


ving Licenſe to Preach, and of ſerled Parochial Congregations : as al(o the great Care the. 
Church of England takes to keep Papiſts from creeping in diſguiſed among us, and the op- 
portuniry Separation gives them to come among Diſſenring Congregations, | 


Fa. Com. There are ſeveral have heard my Prayers and my 
S.rmons, and can teftine F that I have ſpoken agzinſt Rome + They that 
and: her Pope, as much as any of the Clergy have, lince they rail moſt bir- 
have fallen from her 3 I wonder therefore why I ſhould be *<ly agaiaſt 
ſuſpected ? Rome and the 
wp . | Pope, may-be 

A. B. By your Anſwer, Mr. Commin, I perceive, you would papiſts not- 
hive any one Preach, ſo that he ſpake but againſt the Pope in. withſtanding, 
his Sermons, 

F. C. Not every one, | but he whoſe Fun&ion it is, and 


he who. hath the * Spirit, * Look here 2 


A. B. What Spirit is this you mcan ?* Friar in Maf- 
querade of a 


F, C. The Spirit of Grace and Truth. - _ _- Diſſenting 

A. B. **But is this Spirit that is in you, either the Spirit proteſtanc, 
of Grace or Truth that doth not comply with the Orders of one of the firſt 
the Church, lately purged and cleanſed from Schiſm and 1do- Pretenders to 


latry ? - this extraor- 
[ry | | dinary gift of 
the Spirit, ** A Queſtion worthy of the moſt deliberate Confideration- of all Pretenders 
to the Spirit, and all thoſe who follow them 3 for if they cagnor by the fruits of the 
Spirit, mentioned Gal. 6. prove it the Spirit of Truth, or 1f it produces the fruits ofthe 
Fleſh there. mentioned, Hatred,” Variance, ' Emilation, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, it 
muſt be che Spirit of Error. | Ler Separariſts look well ro it, for ic concerns their Souls 
and Badics, and choſe of many thoulands, who- if they be not in chac way of Truth, are 
in the broad way that leads to deſtruttion., , ., | CIOKG 

. F. Go There- 


<5 
! 
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FrhePretence F.C. Therefore 1 endeavour to make it * purer, as far as 
Fe all Diſſen- G04 permits. 

—_ for ther 4. B. How do you endeavour to make the Church purer, 

paration. : , , 

when you neither communicate with her in Sacrament or in 
Prayer ? 

F. C. Yes, I endeavour it when I pray to God that he 
would open the Eyes of men to ſee their Errors, and ſeveral 
have joyned with me when I have prayed among them 3 and 
I have both given and taken the Body of Chriſt, to thoſe of 

TThe very ex- + tender ' Conſ-rencer, who have aſſembled with me in the fear 


aft Language of the Lord. 
and the Origi: 4- B. By your words then you have a Congregation that 


nal of render follows you. 
Canſciences, a F, C, I have. 
Popiſh Pre- 4, B, Of what Pariſh, and in what Dioceſe ? 


* The Fiſk F.C. * Neither of any certain Pariſh, nor in any certain Di- 


Independent Occle. 
Congregation A."B, Where then, I pray ? 
___ 8 F,C. Even in-the wide World, amongſt the Flock of Chriſt 
Popith Y n; ſcattered over the whole Earth. 
nican Friar. Deen. Your Diocele is very large, Mr. Commin, 
Then being commanded to withdraw, the other two Wit- 


neſſes were called into the Council Chamber, and examined as . 


follows. 

Duren. Vir. Draper, What have you to fay to this Faithful 
Commin ? 

Draper. He came to my Houſe at the Maidenhead in Maid- 
fone, with ſeveral of his Followers, where he beſpoke a Joynt 
of Mutton, and Two Hens for Dinner, hearing that my Pro- 

" fc{ſion was a Cook 3 I ſhewing him a Room for him and the 
Company that came with him , perceiving ſeveral to come 

**Theſe paſſi- and enquire for this Mr. Commin: but by chance going up the 
onare.and rak- Gtairc Þ heard one #* groan and weep, which cauſcd me to lift 
__—_—_ up the Latch; at firſt I was ſtartled, and flood in a maze, 
tions of a true but cnquiring, of one of his Followers, what ailed the man ? 
Proteſtant,tho He replied, Do you not ſee we be all at Prayers? The Maid 
joyned with wondering where I was, came to ſeck me, and found me 


Exrempore among(t them, and can teſtific the ſame. n. 


Prayer. 
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The Qu:en. Are you Mr. Drapers Maid ? 
Maid. Yes, way it pleaſe your Grace. 
Dnueen, What is your Name ? 

Mid. My Name is Mary Dean. 
£2, Did you ſee this Faithful Commin that was here now 

before Vs, praying to the people ? Q 
Maid. | ſaw him, and thought he was diſtracted 'when 1 

heard him pray : but the People ſaid, * He was a Heavenly * Sec here the 


man, and that it was Gods Spirit made him weep for the Sins E*femore 
| Prayer of a 
of the World. 


: Popiſh Domz- 
2. How long continued they at Prayers, do- you know, —_ Friar 
Mr. Draper ? fathered upon 
Draper. May it pleaſe your Grace, F about two hours, c_— - 
Dru. What did they after they had Prayed ? People delu- 


Draper. Some, went from the Houſe, and about ten, or there- qeq'yy rhis 
abouts ſtayed to cat what they had beſpoken, and paid me to pretence to 
the utmoſt penny. the Spirit. 

Then the Queen commanded to call in Faithfx! Commin, to Dy 
whom ſhe thus poke. Mr. Commin, If you will receive Orders, qo. + 
and become of che Church of Englaud, you may z otherwiſe you $pjric in the 
muſt not be permitted to Pray and Preach among my Subjects : late times, 
and though you have, as appears by ſeveral other Witneſſes, who made 
preached againſt the Pope, yet you have + uſurped over the Power =_ TR. 
both of Church and State, in doing contrary to the Order that ywigows hou- 
We, our Council, and Parliament have unanimouſly agreed ſes. 
on, by and with tlie Conſent of the whole Clergy of my Þ Obſerve, the 


centhoughc. 
IN ordained 


Fa. Commin, Give me time to conſider, and prepare my :cenſed 
ſe'f and I ſhall give your Grace a further Anſwer in a ſhort nar ng 
ſpace. Uſurpa jon. 

Been, Is there any will be bound for your Appearance? Let ters 


"otherwiſe you muſt be kept a ** cloſe Priſoner; for we anſwer this, 


have other examinations to take, and Queſtions to de- — 
mand. for he that 
uſurpeth over 


the Magiſtrate, refiſteth the Ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receive Dam» 
nation. ** Was this Tyranny in Queen Z/jzab/th, or a wiſe and juſt Defence of the 
Proteſtagr Religion 2 c 

F.C. 


/ 


C7 
F.C. I have three who will anſwer for my Appearance. 
Then one Richard Bland, Brother to the ſaid Commin by the 

Mothers-ſfide, and two othcrs, gave Bond for his Appearance 

upon the 12th day of April. 

Upon which day Commin with his Bail, came and appearcd 
befor® her Majeſty and the Council : but the Spaniſh Ambaſſa- 
dor being that day to have his Publick Audience of the Qucen, 
the further Examination of the ſaid Commin was put off till the 
next day. 

But Commin comming from the Council to his Followers, 
told them , that Her Majeſty and the Council had acquitted 
him and that he was warned of God to go beyond the Seas, 

to inſirut the Proteſtants there, and that &re long 


' *Of which he was a he would return to his Flock with better Succeſs, 
good confirmation, * He told them, that Spiritual Prayer was the chief 
OR teſtimony of- a' true Proteftant, and F that the Set 
enough to-baniſh this Form of Praycr in England, was but the Maſs tranſ- 


Popiſh Idol, Extempere+ lated.. So after. he had with a mvltitude of, Tears, 


Prayer out of 


land. 


4A Papiſt- Author of 
that cemmon ſlander 


Eng: - like a Crocadile, firſt prayed” an Extempore Prayer, the 
better to prey upon theſe poor deluded people, he 
took: his- leave of them, telling them he had. not one 


againſt the Common- farthing to fupport him in his Journey, yet being 


Prayer.. 


A Holy / 
Cheat, 


- 


+ It is by 


Gods Cauſe, he would undertake” it out of Charity, 
and he was aſſured that the Lord would raiſe him up 
Friends where ever he travelled. This Speech ſet moſt © 


' the People a weeping}, eſpecially- the Women , who rcque- 


ſted their Husbands to contribute towards his neceſſities : 
and it was made appear, after his Eſcape out of England, 
that they collected: tor-him 130 1. ** belides what the com 


ſame ſuppoſed paſſionate Sex beſtowed upon him , unknown to.their Hug- 
that this Pra- bands,. 


ice is conty- 


nued to this 
day». 


The next day, April: 13. Her Majefty and the Council be 
ing aſſembled, and ſeveral others attending to hear this. Exa- 
mination, but no Faithful” Commin appearing, Bland, and the 
other two who were. his Bail, were (ent for : they coming 
before - the Board', and. being, demanded where. Commin was, 
and the reaſbn why he did not appear 3 made anſwer:, that 
they had Lame as much as they undertook, which was 
that 
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that he ſhould appear the day before 3 that if they had: receiv- 'A cunning 
ed any further Dire&ions from-Her Majeſty and the Honourable PRO 
Board, to have brought him as that preſent-day, they would 5; and 
have obeyed the Commands : but in regard the-Party accuſed theirmoney. 
was only ſpoken to to appear, they ſuppoſed themſelves dif- 

charged by his hrſt Appearance, and not bound for his Second; 

with which Nicety they drew their Necks out-of the Collar, 


. and Commin got an opportunity to make his eſcape. 


Her Majelty, ſenſible of this Aﬀront, which was the greater 


in-rcgard it was to be a Publick Hearing, cauſed diligent ſearch RE 2%, 


to be immediately made all over London and Kent but all in 
vain, tor he went away that very Evening, and was. not heard _, 
of till ſome Months after. However, by this Search they found 
out molt of his Followcrs, who were examined before Her 
Majelties Council, and ſaid, in their F Opinions, they had never * Let their 
ſeen (o zeelows and fo heavenly a man as he ſeemed to be 3 from —— 
their Examinations the Coxneil alſo came to diſcover the par- they will, iris 
ticular Sums ot money, of which this Religious Jug/er had impoſſible ifor 
heated theſe deluded People. Diſſenters who 
There was no further account of Commin till on the four- _ —_ 
teenth of September one ob Baker, Maſter of a Ship called the 5! q;njnguith 
Swan of London, arriving at Portſmouth, ſaid, he had ſcen the a true Prote- 
ſaid. Faithful Commin in the Low Countries : hex Majeſty being ſtant from a 
informed thereof, ſent tor Baker to the Comncil Board, who there _ Te 
gave them this Relation. y= 
That he had ſeen the ſaid Faithful Commin in the Low- 
Comntries, and that coming to unlade forme Goods at Amſterdam, 
one Martin van Daval a Merchant of that City, hearing him 
talk of the ſaid Commin, told him, that this Faithful Commin 
had been lately at Kome, and that the Pope Pinus Quintus 
had put him in Priſon, but that Commin writing to the Pope 
that he had ſomething of importance to communicate to 
him 3 the Pope ſent tor him the next day, and as ſoon as 
he ſaw him, ſaid, Sir, I have heard how you have ſet forth 
me and my Predeceflors among your Hereticks of England, 
by reviling my Perſon, and railing at my Church : to whom 
Commin rcply'd, 1 confeſs my Lips have, uttered that which 
my Heart never thought, but _ Holineſs little thinks bo 
2 one 


*Tr is tobe 
hoped he will of Prayer, and I called the Engliſh Prayers Engliſh Maſs , and 


bea lying 
Propher, who 
was a falſe one, 
and that this 
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done you a moſt conſiderable Service, notwithſtanding IT have 
ſpoken ſo much againſt you to which the Pope returned, 
How, in the Name of Feſus, Mary, and of all his Saints, haſt 
thou done ſo * Sir, ſaid Commin, I preached againſt ſet Forms 


have perſwaded ſeveral to pray ſpiritually and Extempore; 
and this hath ſo much taken with the Pcople, that the Church of 
England is become as odious to that fort of Pcople, whom I in- 


Relarioa will ſtructed, as Maſ7 is to the Church of England 3 ® and this will 
contribute to be a ſtumbling Block to that Chuzch, while it is a Churchz upon 


*.*.the removing 
that ſtumbling 


+ This gave 
Occaſion to 
the AR for 
12 d. per Suns 
day for miſ- 
ing Divine 


Service. 


which the Pope commended him, and gave him a Reward of 
2000 Ducats for his good Service. + 

Her Majeſty and the Council thanking Mr. Baker for his In- 
formation, order'd him to withdraw and upon this the ©uween 
writ over to her Agents beyond Sea, it poſhble to have Commin 
taken and (cnt over into England z but the thing taking Air, and 
it being the common Diſcourſe how the Pope had rewarded this 
Impoſtor, ſore of his Friends gave him Advertiſement of his 
Danger, which wade him quit the Low Comntreys, and ſeck a 
fafe Retreat in the Romiſh Territories, 

However this produced that F A& for preventing Popery 
and other Sefs,which cnzoyncd all people from ten years old and 
upwards, not having a lawful Impediment, to repair every 
Sunday to hear Divine Scrvice, under the Penalty of torfeiting 
twelve pence for every ſuch default. 

What is obſervable in this Narratize, is the original of Sepa- 
rate Congregations, of Extempore Prayer, the vilitying the pub- 
lick Church-Service, Kling it Engliſh Maſs, the pretcnces to the 
Spirit, the denying the Kings Supremacy, defpifhng lawtul Ordi- 
vation,and Licenfes to preach in ftated parochial Congregations, 
the juggling people ont of their money and theis Loyalty, are a 
Arrows that originally came out of the Romiſh Quiver: and that 


there can» be no doubt, but ever fince this mans Succeſs, the 
Pope and Colledge de propaganda fide, the Feſwites and Pricſts 
have been induſtrious to improve this Advantage, and to ftock 
us with diſguiſed Emiſſaries, who increaſe our differences, and 
exaſperace all the Separations againſt the Church of England, in 
hopes by our Diviſions todeſiroy both. 


But 
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- But that in the Mouth of two Witneſſes, Truth may be ju- 
fified, I will preſent the Reader with an exact Comnter-part of 
the ſame Romiſh Indenture, whereby they have all bound them- 
ſelves to work the Ruine of the Church of England by this Me- 
thod of raiſing, fomenting, fupporting, and exaſperating Divi- 
fions and Separations among us. 


The following Narative i « true Copy taker out of the 
Regiſtry of the Epiſcopal See of Rocheſter, in that 
Book which begins Anno 2 & 3, Phil. & Mar. and con- 
tinued to 15 Eliz, 


N the year 1568. being the r1 of Queen Elizabeth, one A ftrange Diſ- 
I Thomas Heth, Brother of Nicholas Heth, Biſhop of Rocheſter covery ofa Je- 
in the Reign of King Henry the Eight, came to the Dean of ſuit counter- 
Kcheſter, and pretending to be a poor Miniſter, made Applica- my ron 
ion to him, to preſent him to the Bybops in ordex to ſome pjviſion = 

The Deen thought it ht to hear the ſame Thomas raiſe Sets. 
eh preach in the Cathedral Church before he would inter- 
{t himſelf in his behalf to the Biſhop. Accordingly he ap- 
pointed him to preach upon the 21 of November, where he 
took his Text, As 12, v. 6, Peter therefore was kept in Pri- 

n, but Prayers were made without ceafing of the Church to God 
or bim, But ſo it happened, that while he was preaching, 
aſually by pulling out his Handkexchicf, a Letter drop't into. 
he Bottom of the Pulpit, dire&ed to him by the name of Tho- 

as Finne, from one Sammel Malt a notorious Engliſh Feſwit, then 
at Madrid in Spain. 

This Letter being found in the Pulpit by Richard Fiſher, Sex- 
on of the Cathedral, he carryed it-immediately to the Dean, 

ho upon peruſal, went preſently with it to the Reverend Fa- 
her in God, Edmond Geft, then Biſhop of that See, who upon 

: xeading of it, inſtantly cauſed the faid Heth to be apprehend- 

d, and the next day being Monday Novemb. 22. brought him to 

Xamination. 

Biſhop. Mr. Heth, how long have you preached in England ? 

Heth. About tix years.and more. _ 

LO 


[/16 


*Biſh. Were you of any certain Order foxmetly, before this late 


Reformation of the Church of England? 

Heth, Yes, I was. 

Biſh. What was that? 

Heth, The Order of Jeſus. 

Biſh. Are you not ſtill of that Order, and have you not now 
and then ſome Correſpondence with that Order ? 

'Heth, The Minltry will venter to inftruct one another z but 
your Lordſhip ſeeth how I have retired my ſelf from thoſe whom 
you call Feſuits, 

Biſh. We ſuppoſe Mr. Heth, you have not totally forſaken 
their Tenents, though you have their Perſons. 

Heth. Wherein may I be ſuſpe&ed not to forſake their Te- 
nents as well as their Company ? ; 

Biſh. There is great ſuſpition, that you are not of the 
Church of England, by the Words which you ſpoke yeſterday 
in your Scrmon, 

Heth. What Words were thoſe my Lord ? 

Biſh. You ſaid, That it was not thoſe Prayers of the Church c 
England as are now eſtabliſhed, that brought Peter out of Priſon, 
but * ſpiritual. Prayers, 

* Obſexve the Heth. And were they not ſpiritual Prayers that availed him ? 
Defign of the And where have we + Scripture for any fet Form in the 
Papiſts from Church 2? : 


OY Biſh. {+ If there be-no Scripture for any fet Form in the 


mation te» Church of England, much leſs for any ſet Forms among your 
bring the Fraternities 3 tor what we have cftabliſhed is out of the written 


Prayers and Word of God. ** But as for your Popiſh Orders, viz. Auguſtines, 


E 


Chnrch into Dominicans, Franciſeans, Jeſuits, &c. you all differ in the Prayers. 


Co t, as L - 

= being pk of the Maſs, one trom anotherz where then is your Scripture for 

rirual Prayers, ſo many Varictics of Praycrs and M.ſfes ? 

and how well 

the Diſſenters have coppied this Original, + The Language exaGily of Separatiſts. ff 

good Anſwer ro both Papiſts aad Diilenters. Q.cre whether the DjrcBory we Warranrec 

by expreſs Scripture. ** Diverfiry and Variety of publick Prayets/takdt from a Popi 

Pat:ern, no where warranted in Scripture, | * | | 
H 
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"Heth. They have antiquity on their ſide, and for the Alte- S 
Bration of Prayers, every Fraternity and Convent hath power 4 
among themſelves, as is molt fit, for that Congregation aſ- 
{mbled, 

B. Now ſeeing you have begun to talk of Antiquity, pray 
Mr. Heth tcll me, * Were all the Orders of the Church of * The Jeſuir 
Rome ordained at once? No ſurely, for ſome Orders are an- <trapped by 
cienter than others, by reaſon they have been allowed by ſe- 115 993 Fleas 
veral Popes: But as for yours, that Order was but. of late 
days eftabliſhed, therefore. you. have little or--no Antiquity to - 
plead, 


late 


d "as - 
" labourcd to refine the Proteſtants, and to take of all ſmacks of NS 
Ceremonies that in the leaſt do tend to the Romiſh Faith, copacy, and 
1 © for a purer, or 


in the Language of Diſenters, a through reformation. ff A Jeſuit pretends ro Refine, 
ON, but intends ro deſtroy, and it.is eyidenr, that whoever-do fo, do their work. 


B. Hath our Gracious Queen, by her Learned Council, 
and Aſſembly of Divines, who ſeveral times fat for the 
{+} Reformation of Religion, now declared and confirmed by her 
Highneſſes High-Court .of Parliament eſtabliſhed the Forrfis and 
Manners thereof, ** what hath any particular man-to meddle o 
any further? Mg. . : heck. 
H. ++ It was -but my good will .in.endeavouring.. to-make it gion toall 


. PUrETs Diſſenters, 
who are no 
more but Private Perfons.- ff From the good will of ſuch Pretenders, whether Papiſts or 
Diſlenters,, Good Lord deliver ns. For we know by woful expericnce, the fire of Refors-. - 
7 AF mation pretends to refine, but being ever hor, docs conſume. 


B, You are a pure Steer, I muſt needs ay, in pretending 
that you axe Teformed : yer let me ask you one Queltion 3 
Ti Mr. Heth, had not you of late avy Letters from any of your 

Society ? - 


: H 1: 
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H. IT might have had Letrers, muſt I therefore be of thei 
Order (till, becauſe they write to difſ[wade a man from his Prin 
ciples ? No ſure, my Lord. 

B. Your Society write, Mr. Heth, not to diſſwade you, but 
that you may difſwade othersz however, tell me, Did you ever 
know or hear of a man called Samtwwel Malt ? 

H. 1 have heard of fuch a man. 

B. Yes, and you know him full well. 

H. It may be ſo, my Lord. 

B. Mr. Dean, Shew Mr. Heth the Letter, and let him tell 
whether he knows the hand writing 3 and call in Richard Fiſher 
to come into the Court, 

Richard Fiſher, Here, my Lord. 

B. How came you by this Letter ? 

R. F. I found it yeſterday after Even-ſong, in the Pulpit. 

B. You know it it you ſe it, is this the ſame ? 

R. F. Thevery ſame. | 


TheLetter was, as follows. 


Brother, 
HE Council of our Fraternity have thought 

[ to ſend you David George, Theodorus $::- 
tor, aud John Huts, #heir Colleftions , | which you 
may diitribute where-ever you may ſee it may be for = 
purpoſe, according to the Peoples Inclinations, eſe 
mixtures with your own, will not only a little puzzle 
the UnderStandings of the Auditors, but make - your ſelf 
famous : We ſuppoſe your Wants are not conſiderable at 
preſent, by whit we have heard, how your Flock do ad- 
mire you every day more and more, Be not over zealous 
in your Proceedings in the beginning ; but gradually 
win on them as you viſit them, and according 4s you 
find their Inclinations bend to your Deſign, let ws. 


a” 


ws. a cw os ww ww > mules hy Be wh, — ta 


you for the ſuture. Hallingham, Coleman, and 

have ſet * a FaGion among the German Here 

ticks, ſo that ſeveral who have turned from us 
ave now denyed their Baptiſm, which we hope 


will ſoon turn the ſcale , aud bring theme back J 


to their old Principles. This we have certified 
tell to the Council 41d Cardinals, + That there is 
ſer no other way to prevent People from turn- 
ing Hereticks, and for the recalling of others 
back again to the Mother Church, than by 
the Diverſities of Do&rines. We al wiſh you 


to proſper. 
Madrid Octob. 26. 1568, 


£ 'E he (Ox doyrnesng T5 Ne 

| \ ton - Hef F: 4 » £16, . 
Ebel & m6 tO 

hezr how ' you have proceeded , for it will ſatisfie your 


Brethren much, and inable them the better to initru# Gy Ef 
Benſon _ A SCQad - 


om s yo we; 


* The Original of the 
SeRs in Germany among 
the Proceftants from the 
eſuirs. 

f The Reader is deſired 
ſerioufly ro obſerve, Thar 
the Jeſuits, Pope and 
Cardinals have laid this 
down as a Maxim, that 
Diviſions and Separati- 
ons are the moſt 

way to introduce Popery, 
and cuin the Proteſtant 
Religion. 


Sam. Malt. 


ft B. Look here, Mr, Heth, here is a Letter, and it is to be ſup- 


.1- poſed to drop from you when you preached yeſterday, 
ttood in the Pulpit but your ſelf. 
H. Let me ſee the Letter once more, Mr. Dean ; 


for none 


See, my 


ww Lord, this Letter is direQed to another man, named Thomas 


Finne, but my name is Thomas Heth. 


zle B. You are not the firſt man that hath altered your name : 
elf $ How long have you been in Town ? 

at | H. About three weeks. Y 

id B. To what intent came you hither ? 


H. Upon two accounts, my Lord firſt, to viſit my 


"on | me to your Lordſhip. 
B, Mr. Dean, Did you promiſe to prefer Mr. Heth ? 
| : D 


Friends, 


for my Brother Nichols was Biſhop of this See formerly ; Sc- 
condly, to be preferred 3 for the Dean promiſed to recommend 


Dean. 


Aeloyny 
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Dear, F did; my Lord, and upon that account I permitted 
| him te preach before you 3 but this Paper hath altered my In- 

tcntions, 

* Aﬀter this Examination, it was reſolved to ſend to Mr. Heth's 
oy Lodgings, at the-Qweens Arms in Rocheſter, where, upon ſearch 
. in one of his Boots were found his Beads, and ſeveral Papers, 
: among which was a Licenſe from the Fraternity of the Feſwits, 
and a Byll datcd the Firſt of Pius ©wuintus, to preach what Do» 
&rine that Society pleaſed for the Dividing of Proteſtants, par- 
ticularly naming, the Engliſh Proteſtants, by the name of Here- 
* The Papiſts zjcþr, In his Trunk were ſeveral Books for denying * Baptiſm 
Ae jd to Infants 3 with ſeveral other horrid Blaſphemies : which be- 
Anabaptiſts, INS brought before the whole 4fſembly then preſent, the Biſhop 
ihe adjourned the Court, appointing another day for further Exa- 
mination, till they had acquainted her Majeſty and Her Ho- 


nourable Council with theſe Paſſages, and ſent for further Tn- : 


ftruftions how to proceed in this Aﬀair. In the mean time Heth 
was committed a cloſe Priſoner, and manacled, till Order came 
from the Board. 
Orr the 25th of November, being Thurſday, the Biſhop called 
a Court, and ſent for Heth, who coming before him, a great 
number being aſſembled to hear the Matter , the Biſhop ſpake 
as followeth. 
& Thoſe who , Mir Thomas Heth, It is viſible how you have not onely de- 
Mill continue 1uded ſeveral poor Souls, but alſo abuſed her Majefty, and the 
theſe Separa- Miniftry of this Kingdom, by your Romiſh and PRONg Policy, 
rions which purpoſely to ſow Sedition in the Church ot Chriſt : it is well 
2 m—_ known, that though your Society have taken the Name of 
n—_ defied in Jeſus , by terming themſelves Jeſuits , yet you have denied 
the Name and Chriſtianity, which is Chriſt : for ſeveral have been called by 
Fear of God, the Name ab | , but none by. Chriſt, from which all true 
ro conſider, Beljevers term themſelves Chriſtians : By this means you en- 
whether they 1-avour to bring the People back to your Pop Zeal again : 


hwy ig t But you will be miſtaken, for that ſort of People whom 


yy _ you crideavour: through a blind pretended Zeal to withdraw 
A Predi&i- , ; ' 

en thar Separarifts ſhall, when they ſee how they have been abuſed by the Jeſuits, unite 
with the Church of Englend, to extirpate Popery, which they have endeavoured to re- 
eſtabliſh, by oyerthrowing the Proteſtant Religion by their owe Di viſions. 


from 


pay px 4 me: oy 
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from the Church , will at laſt be your Baxe, and hate your 
Society, {o that at the end, when ye ſhall think ye have aG&- 
compliſhed your Evil Deſigns , and fall upon the Church of 
Chriſt, thoſe very People, whom ye have after theſe Satanical 
Delufions beguiled, will not ſo much, throngh Love, joyn with 
Chriſt to overthrow your Evi Intentions, as through pertet 
Hatred to your wicked Policies, 
To ſeveral mens knowledge, as we have fince enquired at- 
ter thy Actions, thy Hoſteſs and her Husband have declared, 
that thou haſt ſpoken againſt thine own Order 3 yet thou 
by thy outward Purity halt defiled thine own Calling under 
pretence of purifying the Church of England. What canſt thou 
therefore ſay for thy ſelf, that thou maycſt not be made a Pub- 
lick Example to all Spectators, for thy wicked Shiſmatical Se- 
dition, {own within theſe her Majceſtics Dominions 3 Wilt thou 
openly declare before God and the World thy wicked an4 evil 
Intentions, which cauſed thee to run into theſe Schiſms, and 
reform thy courſe of Life which now thou liveſt in 3. and not 
only my ſelf, but the whole Court here aſſembled, will en- 
deavour to get thy Pardon, and provide for thy future main- 
tenance. 
H. My Lord, I know not what I might have done, had I 
not_ been ſo publickly examined, * but ſeeing my Vocation is, 
ſo publickly known, I ſhall not acknowledge my ſelf to be guil- ,,;o Reaſon 
ty of any Miſdemeanour 3 for I have fought a good fight for whyſome per- 
Chriſt, whoſe Cauſe I have taken in hand. Þ This Experi- fiſt in their 
ment I tryed among my Countrymen, that the World may ſee Opinions, and 
that all thoſe who term themſelves Proteftants, are not of the —— 
Church of England though they ſpeak againſt Rome. gion. 


dear Experiment, to which the Church of England may write a ſad Probatum. 


The Biſhop hearing him ſpeak ſo obſtinately, faid , Behold, 
my Brethren, a Jeſuits Confeſſion ! how he hath declared , he 
had ſet up a certain Form of Religion , purpoſely to with- ++ A thing ſo- 
draw you from the Church of England. Theſe things will berly = 
be among us while we-area Church + but woe be to thoſe ered by 
Deluders , or to thoſe who = be deluded by them. ; Ru Diſſenters. 
| 2 Ve 
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have a good Law, and the Light of the Holy Geſþel now flou- 

riſhing among us, which hath for theſe many years pait, been 
n A neceſiary abſconded; * therefore my Brethren, conſider the Condition 
ng eg of your Souls 3 + If you ſtart aſide once from your Principles, ha- 
their Souls, Ping the right way ſo plainly ſet before you, ye will not only run 
Podics, or E- into Popiſh Slavery again, but be in Peril of a total Confuſion of 
ſtares, the Sou} and Body; tt and if Rome get once her Foot _ theſe Domi- 
71g wn nions again, not only your ſelves and your Children, but your Princes 
the Proteſtant 41d Nobles, ſhall become Slaves to ber Idulatry, 


Religion. F Ce- Ee Rt 
&ro digna! An Aphoriſm of undoubted Truth, FF Which without the Aſſiſtance of Se- 
paratiſts, is humanely ſpeaking, impoſlible. : 


Aﬀer this, Heth was remanded to Priſon, and for three 
days brought to the Market-place at Rocheſter, where he ſtood 
by the High-Croſs with a Paper before his Breaſt, in which 
were written his Crimes, then he was pillored, and on the 
laſt day his Ears were cut off, his Noſe ſlit, and his Forc-head 
branded with the Letter R. and he was condemned to indure 
perpetual Impriſonment: but it laſted not long, for a few 
Months after, he died ſuddenly, not without the Sufpition of 
having poylen'd himſclt , 

Obſervations From this Narrative we my. obſerve, that the chict Riſe 
wn macy and Original of our unhappy Diviſions and Separations is to 
rative, . be fetcht from the devilith Policy of the Papiſts, counterfeiting a 
Gs, Deſign to advance the Reformation of the Proteſtant Religon to a 
greater Purity 3 that the Pope, Cardinals, and Feſuits, have becn 
| alwas inſtrumentalin raiſing theſe Diviſions and Separations, and 
| that they judge this the moſt effeftual way- to introduce Pope- 
Ty 3 that they hate our Biſhops and Prayers and delude innocent 
and unweary People into a diflike and hatred cf them 3 that 
there is no way to diſcover them, but by their ſowing theſe 
Seeds of Separation and Sedition 3 and that therefore it is the 
Intereſt of all true Proteſtants to unite with the Church of England, 
and thereby give that deadly blow to the Romaniſts, which the 
Biſhop here ſeems prophetically to forete], and to quit theſe Sepa- 
rations, which otherwiſe will hazard the Ruine of Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, by the Introduction of Popery. . 
1 hus 
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Thus have the Romeniſts dealt with us, and perſwaded ma- 
ny to break down the Walls of our Church, to make room 
for the Wooden Horſe of Reformation, whoſe belly is charged 
with more Se&s, Opinions, and Diviſions, than that which 
conquered Troy was with crafty Greeky. 

All the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King James, they 
were buſig_ in preparing the materials, and undermining the 
Foundations of the Church of England; but in the Reign of 
King Charles the Firſt, thinking themſelves ſtrong enough, 
by the Aſſiſtance of the Factious, they had raiſed to effect their 
Deligns, they gave Fire to the Train, and with the pretended 
Fears of Popery and Tyranny the firſt ſet Scotland, next Ireland 
and then England, into the Flames of a moſt horrid, cruel, and 
unnatural War, which they managed by the Strength and Power 
of Diſſenters from the Church of England. 

To confirm the truth of this, I will give the Reader an account 


which I find in Mr. Ruſhworths Hiftorical Colleions, a book R#b-Hiſt.Col, 
much valued among Diſſenters, who tells us of a Propoſition P*& 579497 1+ 


made to the King of Spain, and diſcovered about the time 
that the Spaniſh Armada came upon the Coalt of England in 
the Year 1639. where among other Paſſages, diſcourfing of 
an Enterprize upon Scotland, which was then ina high Fer- 
ment of the Covenanters againl(t the King, Biſhops, and Com- 
mon-Prayer ; the Propoſer thus argues, That there could be no 
Fleet ſet out fo firang as to attempt them by Sea, except all 
the Kingdom contribute to it, which, fays he, Cannot be done 
except all the States jnyns of which, we of the. Contederacy ſhall 
be the greater Part, and ſo the Encmy ſhall forthwith be forced ei» 
ther to give Liberty of Conſcience to the Catholicks, or put them- 


ſelves in Danger of loſing all. 


Obſerve trſt, The Scots had no Enemies but the King, or, 
as they pretended, his evil Counſellors, particularly, Canter- 
bury arid Strafford, who all run the ſame Fate which the Pa- 
pu in Habnerficlds diſcovery of their Plot, had contrived for 
them, 


Secondly, Liberty of Conſcience was the ground of the 


Quarrel, 


Thirdly, 


Ru. Hift. Col. 
pag. 1314- 
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Thirdly, they of the Confederacy were the greateſt. part of 
the States, but it is evident the Covenanters were the greateſt 
part of the States (for they had turned out the Biſhops) at that 
times; and if there be ſenſe in the Words, or Truth in the 
Relation, it gives a remarkable Glimpſe of light into- this 
dark Vault, and imports a ſecret Confederacy againſt the King 
and Church of England, between the Papiſts and Covenanters, 
and that that formidable Armada was deligned for the Afli> 
ſtance of the Covenanters : and the next page gives not only 
a greater light, but a clear Vindication of the King from any 
ſuch Compliances with the Papiſts, as were ſuggeſted, and 
made the Foundation - of the War. As for the King of Great 
Britain, adds he, If he will not give Liberty of Conſcience, he 
ſhall be reduced to it with no little Damage. Now who were 
they that preſſed for this Liberty of Conſcience, and did reduce 
theſe Nations to it, all People know. And a little after, he 
urges this Deſign from the Danger, if the King of England be- 
ing Confederate with- all the Hereticks of Holland and Germany, 
Enemies of God and Spain, ſhould be able to carry on bis Preten- 
fions and Title to the Crown of France, add to this, that there 
is no improbability -that they who would treat with France 
and Richeliex, as was proved the Covenanters did by a Letter 
written by the -Lord Lowdon to the French King, would make 
no Difficulty to do the ſame to the Spaniard, then the moſt 
potent Monarch of Exrope, and which confirms the Opinion, I 
do not remember the Scots made any Complaint of this great 
Fleet as defigned againſt them. 

But that which makes the thing plain, is the Diſcovery 
which was made to Sir William Boſwell, by Andreas ab Hab- 
nerfield, which was comunicated firſt to Sir William to my 
Lord of Canterbury, and by him tranſmitted to the King then 
at Tork, November 1640, The whole is printed by it {elt, and 
in Ruſhworths Collections, and is too long here to inſert, but 
the principal parts and matter of the Plot was this, That there 
was a Deſign on Foot by the Papiſts againſt the Life of the 
King and- the axzeſds /That ts effect this the Scottiſh 
Commotions were raiſed, and fomented by the Feſwits, that 
they exaſperated the Engliſh Diſſenters by: the Severity _ 
, 40144 again 
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againſt Pry, Burton, and Boſtwick, and the Scots by the Fears 
of Popery upon the Impolition of the Common-Prayer Book 3 
that Cunews or Cow, the Popes Legate and Chamberlain a Scot, 
Chaplain and Almoner to Cardinal Richliew were the great 
Negotiators of this Conſpiracy, and that the Deſign was to em- 
broil theſe Nations in a Civil War. The Troubles came on 
ſo faſt, as may well be ſuppoſed, precipitated for fear of a fur- 
ther Proſecution of this Diſcovery, that the Arch-biſhop loſt his 
Head for refuſing a Cardinals Hat, and oppoſing the Scottiſh 
Covenanters 3; and the King His, becauſe he would not give 
away the. Crown, and pull down the Mitre by granting Tolera- 
tiom. And however the following Diſtractions and Rebellion 
ſtifled the further Proſecution and diſcovery of this Plot, yet 
the Tragical Event juſtified the Truth of the Diſcovery. 

What the Conſequences of theſe Proceedings would have 
been if Providence had permitted thoſe Uſurping Powers to come 
to any firm Eftabliſhent, God only knows 3 but a Tyranny 
in the Church like that of the Papacy is moſt ſutable a | 
tural to the Tyrannical and Arbitrary Government of q 
Regicider, and Uſurpers. But God miraculouſly reſtoring cur 
gracious Sovercign King Charles the Second to his Throne, 
and the Church of England to her priſtine Splendor, we were 
ina State of Tranquillity till of late years. 

But the Papiſts envious of our Happineſs, began or rather 
continued to leaven the diſaffected Party of men in Church 
and State againſt. both z and how far they had driven on their 
Deſigns for a ſecond Revotution few People can be ſtrangers z 
the old Stories were revived, and new ones minted, to raiſe 
Fears and Jcaloulies of Tyranny and Popery, to ſet us all toge- 
ther by the Ears, The Scots were animated toa Rebellion, 
and did actually break out into a form'd Rebellion: the Diſſen-+ 
ter were buſie every where to calumniate the Biſhops and 
Church as popifhly, affeted, the Lawn Sleeves were threatned, 
and the Epiſcopal Party branded with all the names of Igno- 
minyz ſo that the rich and wiſe Citizens of the great Metropo- 
ls of London, knew ſcarcely whether their greatett Danger was 
from Papiſts, or Fanaticke, Wealth being always a Crime in 
Popular Tumuls, and InſurrcRions 3 Sedition was as common=- 
ly 
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ly talked, and as hot as Coffee was drank 3 and m a word, from 
the Conrt to the Cottage, none could eſcape the Imputation © 
Popiſhly affe&ted, who durſt write, or ſpeak in Viridication of 
the Church cf England, or againſt Diſſenters. 

And that all this was but a Branch of the late horrid Popiſh« 
Plot againſt his Majeſties Life, the Government by Law eſta- 
bliſhed , and the Proteſtant Religion, I offer the Teltimony c 
Dr. Oats the firſt and principal Diſcoverer z who all along 
charges the Papiſis, the diſguiſed Prieſts and Feſwits with mas» 
naging the intemperate heat of Separatiſts againſt the Govern» 
mentz and we cannot without bringing a maniteſt and dangerous 
Diſreputation upon the reſt of his Evidence , but believe him 
when upon his Oath he aſſures us, that the Jeſuits creep in 
among, Diſenters under the diſguiſe of Nonconforming Miniſters, 
to divide and cxaſperate, to raiſe, and blow up Animolities and 
Calumnies into actual Rebellion againſt the Civil Government un- 
der a pretence of their diſlike of the Eccleſiaſtical. 

*4Jus in his printed Narrative, Paragraph 1. he informs us tha 


Strange, Provincial, Fohn Keins, Baſil Langworth, Fobn 


Fenwick, and Harcoxrt, Jeſuits, did write a treaſonable Letter to 
one Father Suiman an Iriſh Jeſuit, at Madrid in Spain, in which 
was contained the plotting and contriving a Rebellion in Scot- 
land of the. Presbyterians, againſt the Epiſcopal Government: 
In order to which they had employed Matthew Wright, William 
"Morgan, and one Mr. Ireland, to go and preach under the No 
tions of Presbyterians, and give the difſaffected Scots a true Un- 
derſtanding, of their ſad Ettate and Condition in which they 
were, by reaſon of Epiſcopal Tyranny exerciſed over them 3 and 
withal to tell them, they had now a fair opportunity to vindi- 
cate their Liberty and Religion z and that it could be done no 
other way but by the Sword. 

Paragraph 18, That the Fathers of the Society in Trelan: 
were very vigilant to prepare the People to riſe for the De 
fence of their Liberty and Religion, and to recover thei 
Eſtates. 

Paragragh 35. That the Jeſuits by order of the Provincia! 


were to ſend new Mcſſengers into Scotland, to promote the 


Commotions there, and to inform the people of the great T 
rans 


_ = Cc. = mw oo 


a My wy py = may mn, 7 or per #, oe tht 4 7.4 


[27] 
ranny they. lay under by reaſon of their being denied Liberty of 
Conſcience 3, and that not being to be procured but by the Sword, 
they muſt take that courſe to purchaſe their Liberty. 

Paragraph 43, That two new Meſſengers were ſent into 
4M Scotland, on the 5th of Auguſt 1678. one by the name of Fa» 
ta. ther Moor, the other of Sanders, alias Brown, with Inſtructions 
offs t9 carry themſelves like Non-conformiſt Miniſters, and to 
Ing xeach to the diſaffected Scots, the neceflity of taking up the 
2. Sword for Defence of Liberty of Conſcience theſe the Beponent 
rn. faw diſpatched, *' . 
ould Paragraph 50. The Deponent, Dr. Oats, ſaw a Letter from 
vim Father Ireland, Auguſt the 7th 1678. where, among other thi 
; inffl be intimates the Joy he had, that the difaffeted Scots would 
ters, not lay afide their endeavours for, and after Liberty and 
and} £eligion, and that the Catholicks of Scotland had promiſed to 
nt: -7 the utmoſt of their Intereſt to keep up the Commotions 

there. 
hart Here let me be permitted to make a little break, to confirm 
Foboff| this Evidence by a remarkable Paſſage which fell out the laſt 
r toll Year, in the Tragical End of the Lord Forreſter. This Lord 
hich was the Perſon that after the Defeat of the-Rebells at Both» 
11. #*-Bridge , took occaſion, upon the Indulgence granted by 
ent: His Majeſty, to exect a Houſe within two miles of , 
Van for z publick Conventicle of Non-conformiſts, and for | hi 
No{] building this Synagogue went for a zealous man ——_ ; 
Un. but it happened, that not long after, he was barbarouſly 
they} murdered by a Woman Relation, with whom he had inceſtu- 
and} ouſly lived many years: Aﬀter his Death, a Diſfpenſation was 
ndi-f found in his Cloſer, from the Pope, to marry her, which it 
ſeems he delaying to do, ſhe took his Life, as the Price and 
Reparation of her abuſed Honour : which plainly ſhews that 
_ Supporters of the Non- conformiſts may be, and are ſecret 
apiſts. 

But to proceed , Par 51, + Among other Myſterious 

Phraſes relating to the Plot, Jobn Keins told the nent, 


1cial that the Provincial had taken-great care of . keeping alive \the 
the Di between the diſafſeted Scets apd Duke Landerdale, 
t T 


that Mm and Chocolet _ put down, and the _ 
o 
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of the: Magpies ſhould be turned to their primitive Inſtitution 
and Habit. By Mm and Chocolate meaning the Proteſtant Peers, 
and by Magpies the Biſhops. 

And for a clear Vindication of the Biſhops and Epiſcopal 
. Clergy of the Church of England, from the unjuſt imputation 
of being Popiſhly affected, the common brand which Non- 
conformilts burn upon- their Reputation, Paragraph 72. he 
informs us, That the Rope had ifſued out a Bull, in which he 
diſpoſes of the Biſhopricks and other Dignities in England, as 
follows. 


Arch-Biſhops. 


Canterbury Cardinal Howard. 
York Perrot, Superior of the Secular Prieſts, 


Biſhops. 


London Corker, Preſident of the Benedi&ine 
| Monks. 

Wincheifer _White , alias Whitebread, Provincial © 

| the Jeſuuts, 

Durham . , Strange, late Provincial of the Jeſuits, 

Salisbur Dr. Godden. 

Narwic Napper, a Franciſcan Friar. 

Ely. Vincent , Provincial of the Dominica 

| . "Monks. 

Exeter - © 


Sir John Warner Baronet, a Jeſuit. 
C hiches. Morgen, a Jeſuit. 
Bath & Wells. Dr. Armſtrong, a Franciſcan Friar. | 
 Quriiſhe, PvE alias 'Quarterman, , a Seculan 


Cheiter 


. 
% 
% 
. : 
% 
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an 


Weitminſier 
Sion Houſe, 


Carterbury 
St. Pauls 


Windſor 


Chicheſter 
Winton 
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Thimbleby, a Secular Prieſt, 


Sir Thomas Preſton Baronet, a Jeſait, 
Myundſon, a Dominican. 


Williams, Reftor of Watton, a Town 
in Flarders, a Jeſuit. 

Belſor, a Secular Prieſt. 

ones, a Secular. 

Jos ph David Keimaſh, a Dominican 


Frar. 


Abbots. 


Dr. Shelden, a Benediftine Monk, 
Skinner, a Benedictine Monk, 


Deans. 


| Belton, a Sorbonilt. 


Leybourn , a Secular, Secretary to Car- 
dinal Hewerd. | 

Howard , with twelve Benedi&tine . Ca- 
nons. 

Morgan, a Secular, 

Dr. Watkinſon, Preſident of the © Engl 
Colledge at Lisbon. (  -. 


. With many other Dignities of the Church, diſpoſed & 9 Fo- 


reigners in that Bull © 


Paragraph 74. That twelve Scotch Fefains were Cent ings 
Scotland, to keep up the Commotions vin Seotlang,, and. that 
they had Inſtructions 'given themyto carry ghemfelves like Non- 


conformiſt Miniſters among the TRIO Cera: 133) , pi, 
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And Pag. 67. of the Narrative , numb. 7, One means, he 
ſays , they were” uſe to bring in Popery was by Seditious 
Preachers and Catechiſts ſet up, ſent out, maintained, ahd di- 
reed what to preach in their own, or other private” or pub- 
lick Conventicles and Field- Meetings, 

Now, as in Reaſon we cannot believe the Papilts are leſs 
follicitous for their Aﬀairs in England, than in Sehtland and 
Ireland, fo we cannot but conclude, from this evident Matter 
ot Fad, that they have been as induſtrious among the Engliſh 
Non-ccnformiſts to ſow dividing Principles, and animate them 
againſt the Government and Governours both in Church 
and State, | 

And that this may not pals for a bare Suppolition, with- 
out Ground, 1 have heard Mr. Prance affirm, that both Gavan 
and Whitebread ufed to preach trequently in Conventieles in 
Southwark and other places, and I am able to prove, White- 
bread, alias Fhite, the Provincial of the Fefwits, who was exe- 
cuted for the Plot , did not many Months -before the Diſco- 
very, and his Apprehenſion, preach in a Conventicle as a Non- 
contormilt, at Spaldwick, within hve miles of Huntington ; and 
that he had ſeveral times done the like before, as was atteſted 
by ſeveral of the Congregation , before divers Gentlemen - in 
the Connty of Huntington; and if "the ſhame of Diſſenters did 
not {mother the further Difcovery of this Truth, for fear of 
the juſt Reproach and Infamy it would bring upon them a- 
mong the mis-led People, I doubt not but we ſhould find theſe 
Friars and Feſuits in diſguiſe of Non-conformiſts, and by falſe 
Names, as frequent in the Pulpits of Separatiſts, as their or- 
'dinary Teachers. 

And indeed nothing is -more-feilible -6r cafic 3 for it is no 
more than for a Jeſuit to bring a counterfeit Letter of Recom- 
"mendation from” ſore known” Non-conformiſt "either ' out 
of the Town, if he deſigns to travel -and 'preach in the 
Countries , as an Ttinerant , or out of the Country, if he 
Will preach in 'the Town, '6r'a Certificate that he has preach- 
*&d ' in'fach or ſich atlons , 'with' their | Approbation, 
"which" he 1s fare 'to/hiave, if he inveigh againſt Popery, Bi- 
hops, Ceremonics,' Cotrittoti-Peiyecr, i@rid; for Liberty of Con- 
L # 0 


{cience 
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ſcience, 'and the Bufinefs is done, and without further Exami- 
mation, he is admitted into their Pulpits, and ſhall paſs for a 
zealows Proteſtant, and a Heavenly man, in the opinion of the 
undiſcerning Auditors, as Father Commin and Father Heh have 
done, and many others before. | | 

Whereas the Church of England takes care that none be ad- 
mitted to the Charge 'of Soals' without all the Caution ima- 
ginable againſt Popery 3 they mult take the Oathes of Alegi- 
ance and Swpremacy, have Teſtimonials from Perſons that know 
them, of their ability and ſoundneſs of Judgment, they muſt 
ſhew their Letters of Ordination, before they are admitted to 
preach in an unknown Congregation, and have a Licenſe from 
the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, before they can regularly preach in 
a Congregation whereinto they are by Law inſtituted and in- 
ducted, 

The natural Inferences which follow from this unqueſiion- 
able matter of Fad, here faithſully related, and offered to the 
ſerivas conſideration of all ſober People , of what Perſwalion 
ſoever, are theſe, 

Firt, That the Pope and Papiſts have ever fince the Prote- 
ſtant Reformation endeavoured to raiſe up Sets and Differences 


' 'in Opinion amongſt Proteſtants, by ſending their diſguiſed Emi(- 


faries among the -zealons and well-meaning People, to ſeduce 


them into Separation and Schiſm. 
Secondly, That they look upon theſe Practices as moſt effe- 


"Qual means to bring the People back to the Romiſh Religion, 


and fto' introduce Popery among us. 
Thirdly, That for this purpoſe they have been all along 


induſtrious in this courſe, by depraving the Government of 


Epiſcopacy as Tyrannical , the Eſtabliſhed Prayers as Popiſh, by 


"extolling Extempore Prayers as Spiritual, by encouraging an un- 


licenſed Miniſtry, by preaching up Liberty of Conſcience, and 
that-it is to be obtained and maintained at any rate 3 and it 


'5 worth obſervation, that Coleman dates the Ara of all the 


misfortunes like to happen to Catholiques , from the fatal re- 
{cinding of the late Toleration : - therein agreeing exactly with 


Diſſemters, who'were no'leſs Fuerulow for the ftopping of that 


Door, though from him nothing can be more evident, than 
tnac 
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that-the Feſuits deſigned to bring in Popery at it; which they 
could not do, being openly excluded from the benetit of it, but 
by pretending to be Diſſemers. 

Forrthly, It is moſt manifeſt, That all our late horrid Civil 
Wars, Rapines , Blood-ſhed , and the execrable and Solemn 
Murther of his late Majeſty, and'the Baniſhment of our preſent 
Sovereign, were effected according, to the tore-contrivance of the 
Papiſts, by the Affiftance which Diſſenters gave them, and the 
-opportunities they had to preach them into Rebellion, under 
\the pretence of a thorough Reformation, that all the late Com- 
motions and Rebellions in Scotland ſprung from the ſame 
Counſel and Conduct .: and that the Papiſts will never out of 
the hopes of effe&ing our Rain, nor without the ſame oppor- 
tunities they have hitherto had, ſo long as our Diviſions are 
kept up and maintained, which give them the advantage of 
daſhing us one againſt another. 

Fifthly, That therefore obitinate Difſenters are before God, 
and according to the Judgment of the ſtrongeſt Reaſon, built 
upon plain matter of undeniable Fac , guilty of all the real 
danger of Popery prevailing again in thcle Nations by the ruin 
| of Proteſt ant Religion, 

"Xy Sixthly, That the Church of England in Dodtrine and Diſci- 
q pline is the greateſt Enemy the Papiſts have, according to their 
own declared Senſe and Judgment, and conſequently wholly 
innocent of any ſuch Deſigns and Compliances, or A pproaches 
to the Chirrch of Rome, as Father Du Monlin, and other Brain- 
{ick or worſe People, endeavour to fix upon her : and that it 
is impotſible to give a clearer Demonſtration of the Inno- 
cence of the Biſhops and Clergy of -England, than Dr. Oats 
has in the 72 Paragraph of his Narrative, before recited, con» 
ccrning, the Popes Bull or Breve, beſftowing all the conſidera» 
ble Promotions and Dignities in England upon Papilts there 
mentioned , which: could not be done without turning out 


cannot be a more demonſirative Argument that He eſteems 
them Hereticks and Enemies : for there is no doubt but if the 
Pope had any hopes of their compliance with Popery , he 
would not only have conſented to their continuance in thoſe 
Pro- 


the preſent Biſhops and Dignitaries of the Church : and there * 
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Promotions, but have promiſed high Rewards, and encourage. 
ments to them. 

Seventbly. That therefore it is the joynt Intereſt both of Prince 


- and People of theſe Nations to ſupport and defend the Church 


of England as now by Law eſtabliſhed 3. thoſe of her Communi- 
on being by a Tract of Experience of equal date with the Refor- 
mation, found to be both in Principles ' and Practice the moſt 
Peaceable and Loyal Subjets, and ſoundelt Proteſtants, of un- 
ſhaken Allegiance and unblemiſhed Loyalty, the ableſt Champi- 
ons againſt Popery, and the only Bulwork of the Proteſtant Ree - 
ligion, as is but too evident by the conſtant endeavours of the 
Papiſts, both by their own Power and the aſliltance of Diſſenters: 
to undermine and overthrow it. 

To conclude, as I have here impartially related matter of 
Fa, and drawn neceffary inferences from it, without Ani-- 
moſſity or bitterneſs of Language, ſo I hope Good men will, 
without prejudice or partiallity, weigh it in an cqual Ballance 


- and make that charitable Uſe of it for which it was intended, 


that it may be a means by diſcovering the ſawrce and original 
of out Diviſions and Diſtractions, our Fears. and Apprehen- 
ſions, and thereby give us the opportunity to break the 
Snares of our Enemies, to which, nothing can ſo effeCtuall contri- 
bute, as our uniting in the Proteſtant Religion of the Church of 
England. 

God of his infinite Mercy, who maketh men to be of one- 
mind in-a Houſe, who Is the Author of Peace, and the Lover of 
Concord, who breaketh the Snares of the Ungodly, turneth. 


"their Wiſe-men backward, and their Counſels into Fooliſhneſs ; 


grant that in this our day, we may fee, and know, and follow 


"the things that make for our Peace, that ſo our Divitions may. 
-not be our Raine, that the Enemies of our Country and Reli-- 
gion may not triumph- over us, but that by our Vaion with the. 


bliſhed Government in Church and State, we may defeat the 
of our Enemies,and diſappoint their ExpeRations. God: 


Jong preſerve the life of our Dread Sovereign, and defend this: 


Church, the moſt truly Apoſtolique of avy Church upon the. 
Face of the Earth. 


Mo THE END. 


